A timeline of Dunwoody history — 1829 - present
1829—Ebenezer Baptist Church and
Cemetery established. This is the first

1867—DonaldsonBannister House

church established in Dunwoody and is still
active. A cemetery (est.1880) sits on the north
side of the church parallel to Spalding Drive. A
dirt path on the southern edge of the cemetery
leads to burial plots of Civil War soldiers.

(sometimes known as the
Chesnut House) is built on
Chamblee Dunwoody and
Vermack Roads.

1889—Swancy Farmhouse is built. Willis J. Swancy and his wife,
Clara, purchased this home in 1929. At the time, the Swancys were living with
Clara’s family across the street in a two-story home located at the site of the
current fire station on Roberts Drive. Willis and Clara Swancy sold 21 acres of
land for the development of the Knollwood subdivision in 1966, and built a new
brick home behind the original farmhouse for their use.

1911— Dunwoody Elementary

The first public school (near the city center at the intersection of Chamblee-Dunwoody Rd. and Mt. Vernon Rd.) begins
operation. It remained open until 1986.

1899—Dunwoody United Methodist Church. Dunwoody Methodist Epis-

1859—New Hope Cemetery established. New Hope Presbyterian Church, the third

church established in Dunwoody, formed in 1883, but disbanded 34 years later, in 1917. The
church cemetery still exists on Chamblee-Dunwoody Road. Many of the pioneers of Dunwoody
are buried here, including three young men killed in the explosion at Joberry Cheek’s mill in
1920. The grave of Pvt. Thomas J. Connaway, the only Confederate Civil War veteran interred at
New Hope, is located along the first row of burial sites in the NW corner of the cemetery.

1800

1840—The Larkin Martin House built.

Located on Glenrich Drive, it is the oldest surviving home in
Dunwoody. The home and surrounding property, owned by
Mr. Larkin Martin, originally covered more than 300 acres.
Subsequent owners of the property sold much of the farmland for residential development, including property for the
formation of Titus Farms, now called Sellars Farm, and the
Mill Glen subdivision.

1830s—The unincorporated area
called Dunwoody was pioneered.
Named for Major Charles Dunwody (18281905), an extra “o” was added to the name
by mistake when he requested a post
office for the community. A significant part
of the area was owned by the Spruill family.

1859—Stephen Martin Cemetery

Family cemetery of Mr. Stephen Martin,
who married a member of the Spruill family,
is located between a commercial development at the Hammond Drive/Perimeter
Center Parkway intersection and I-285.
Many of the plots are unmarked or marked
by unlabeled rock mounds or walls.

copal Church, the fourth church founded in Dunwoody, began as an interdenominational
Sunday school. In 1903, residents John Cates, Stephen Spruill, J. C. Spruill, and Henry
Spruill met and set plans in motion to build a new church building. Mr. Cates donated the
land for the church on Mount Vernon Road west of Nandina Lane. The original church building opened in October 1903. The Methodist Episcopal Church, through a series of divisions
and mergers, is now a major component of the present United Methodist Church.

1881—Roswell Railroad operated along Chamblee Dunwoody Road. Major Charles

Dunwody built a narrow gauge track in 1880 along the abandoned route of a previously
proposed railroad project from Chamblee to Roswell via Dunwoody. Standard gauge track
replaced the original narrow track in 1903. Between 1880 and 1921, The Dinkey, the train of
the Roswell Railroad, (later of the Southern Railroad) made twice-daily trips from Roswell
to Chamblee, carrying lumber, cotton, woolen goods, and produce. Mr. Ike Roberts served
as the only engineer for The Dinkey, also called Old Buck. The railroad established the
region between Mount Vernon Road to the Chamblee Dunwoody-Road/Roberts Road split
as the business center of Dunwoody. The railroad built three section houses, small white
clapboard structures, to lodge work crews in charge of maintaining the train’s roadbed. Two
of those structures were lost to commercial development in 1994. The remaining structure
currently houses The Dunwoody Chamber of Commerce.

1889—Stephen Spruill House. Originally a log

home, Mr. Stephen Spruill remodeled his home into a
Victorian farmhouse by covering the original logs with
wide white boards. Mr. Spruill was one of Dunwoody’s
earliest pioneers. Mr. Spruill died in 1967 at the age of 97.

1906 – Cheek-Spruill
home is built.

Now known as the
Dunwoody Farmhouse, the
home was originally built
as a one-story farmhouse.
The foundation was later
raised to add the second
story below.

1945— 5343 Roberts Drive. T. K. Peters, and his wife, Grace, built their home on the
site of an early Battle of Atlanta-related conflict on Wild Cat Creek. Three gun emplacements
are located just below the house. DeKalb County Parks and Recreation Department purchased the home in 1975, at the time owned by the Ross Lane family. Community groups
cleaned the home and the surrounding trails, and the land served as the home of the North
Arts Center. The Arts Center moved to its new home in the North DeKalb Cultural Arts
Center in the late 1980s. In 1990, a group of interested citizens established the Dunwoody
Nature Center on the site, where it is used today as classroom and office space.
1968—Chesnut Elementary School was established

in 1968 to meet the needs of the Peachtree/Dunwoody community. It is located just outside Interstate 285, and next door to
Peachtree High School (now Peachtree Middle). In the 2000-2001
school year, Chesnut began operating as a Charter School.

1931—The Eidson Home Place. Mr. Lon Eidson, owner of a store

and filling station on Chamblee Dunwoody Road near Kingsdown Road,
built the first brick home in Dunwoody. Lon Eidson’s wife, Bertha Moss
Eidson, served as the first president of the Dunwoody Home Demonstration Club. She was the daughter of P. L. Moss, owner of Moss’ General
Store, the first real store in the Dunwoody community. The turn-of-the-century store, which sold general merchandise and featured a water well for
visitors, was located at what is now the triangle formed by Mount Vernon
Road, Chamblee Dunwoody Road, and Nandina Lane.

1901—Norris “Little” House Mr. J. D.

Norris, owner of the Norris Candy Company, built
a summer vacation home in Dunwoody in 1901.
In the late 1930s, fire destroyed the original
home. The home’s guesthouse, identified now
as the “Little House,” remains on the property
site. Of interest, the home is located on Sirron
Court, which is “Norris” spelled backwards.

2000—Lemonade Days presented by
1995—Dunwoody Preservation Trust

co-founded by Joyce Amacher and Lynne Byrd as

a 501(C)3 organization chartered to preserve the
history and heritage of Dunwoody.

1994—Two railroad section
houses are bulldozed to the
ground, and lost to commercial
development. A wake-up call!

breaking up their acreage and selling it. Mr.Calhoun
Spruill, who owned 100 acres on both sides of
Chamblee Dunwoody Road was the first to sell.
The first “subdivision” was Manget Way and Nerine Circle. This was followed by houses being built
along Chamblee-Dunwoody Road.

1998-Save the Farmhouse! The Cheek Spruill Farm-

house (also know as The Dunwoody Farmhouse) is presented
a deed of gift by Guardian Savings and Loan to the Dunwoody
Preservation Trust at the Fourth of July Parade. The money
raised by DPT was used for renovations of the Farmhouse.

April 9, 1998—Dunwoody Tornado.

1970s – Perimeter Mall
and Dunwoody Village
developed.
1972 – Kingsley Elementary
School opens its doors.

1980s—Dunwoody grows.
Atlanta’s north perimeter begins its
growth surge for commercial development. Dunwoody grows more
popular as a residential
community too.

Kingsley was chartered as the area’s first
charter school in 1998.

1975—Austin Elementary School
built to alleviate overcrowded conditions at
Vanderlyn and Dunwoody Schools, and
initially was designed to serve grades one
through seven.

200,000 trees were lost in the storm. Dunwoody
Preservation Trust spearheads Replant The
Dunwoody Forest program and raises $250,000;
plants more than 25,000 trees.

1996 Olympic Torch
comes through
Dunwoody in preparation of the 1996 games.

January 2013—Long-

Dec.1, 2008—Dunwoody

time Dunwoody historian
Jim Perkins dies.

officially becomes a city.
Ken Wright elected city’s first
mayor.

2003 – Groundbreaking
for Brook Run Playground.

1969—I-285 is opened.

1950s – Land Sales. Big landowners began

The Dunwoody Preservation Trust, begins
its annual celebration as a tribute to the
recovery efforts of the Dunwoody tornado.

2011 – Second round of
city council elections.

DPT committee worked with
DeKalb County to develop the
playground.

Mike Davis is elected city’s
second mayor.

2013
2005-Donaldson House
is purchased by DeKalb
County, working with the
Chesnut family and DPT.

2010—Dunwoody Acquires
Parks from DeKalb County. DonaldsonBannister Farm, Brook Run Park and
others included in parks package.

2007-Farmhouse Renovations
November 21, 1999 –
Farmhouse Ribbon cutting
ceremony. Official opening
of the Dunwoody Farmhouse.
The Farmhouse is also placed on
the Georgia Register of Historic
Places and the National Register
of Historic Places in 1999.

DPT makes exterior renovations to
Dunwoody Farmhouse.

September 23, 2001- Shortly after
9/11, an Interfaith Candlelight Service for our
nation was held at Dunwoody United Methodist
Church. The service was considered by many to
be “Dunwoody’s finest hour.”

2009/10—Farmhouse
Renovations DPT makes in-

terior renovations to Dunwoody
Farmhouse.

2012-Donaldson Bannister
Farm to be managed by DPT

Via approved Memorandum of Understanding with the city of Dunwoody,
DPT becomes management arm of
history historic home and property.

